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Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, it

is my understanding as well, that both
the Chief of Engineer’s Tier I Environ-
mental Impact Statement and Fea-
sibility Report provide for the estab-
lishment of a stakeholders’ evaluation
group which will have early and con-
sistent involvement in the project, and
as part of the process, the EIS requires
the development of a mitigation plan
to fully and adequately address pre-
dicted and potential adverse impacts
on, among other things, the Savannah
National Wildlife Refuge; striped base
population; short-nose sturgeon; salt
water and fresh water wetlands; chlo-
ride levels; dissolved oxygen levels;
erosion; and historical resources. Is
that correct?

Mr. CHAFFEE. That is correct.
Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, it

is my further understanding that be-
fore this project is carried out, the Sec-
retary, in consultation with affected
Federal and non-Federal entities, must
develop a mitigation plan addressing
adverse project impacts and that the
plan must be implemented in advance
of or concurrent with project construc-
tion and must ensure that the project
cost estimates are sufficient to address
all potential mitigation alternatives.
Is that correct?

Mr. CHAFFEE. That is correct.
Mr. COVERDELL. I thank the Chair-

man for his assistance and look for-
ward to working with him on this im-
portant matter.

Mr. CLELAND. Would the Chairman
yield for two additional questions on
this project?

Mr. CHAFFEE. I would be happy to
answer any questions the Senator may
have.

Mr. CLELAND. It is my understand-
ing that the authorization language
provides that neither the Secretary nor
the Georgia Ports Authority will pro-
ceed with the design or construction of
the project until the respective depart-
ment heads concur on an appropriate
implementation plan and mitigation
plan. Is that correct?

Mr. CHAFFEE. That is correct.
Mr. CLELAND. Any funds to be ap-

propriated by Congress for the project
must be allocated in a manner that en-
sures that project impacts are fully
and adequately mitigated and are oth-
erwise consistent with the mitigation
plan developed by the Secretary and
the stakeholder evaluation group. Is
that correct?

Mr. CHAFFEE. That is correct.
Mr. CLELAND. I thank the Chairman

for the opportunity to clarify these un-
derstandings.

Mr. JEFFORDS. I ask unanimous
consent that the amendments be
agreed to en bloc, the committee sub-
stitute be agreed to, the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed, the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendments (Nos. 3798 and 3799)
were agreed to.

The committee substitute, as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

The bill (S. 2131), as amended, was
passed.

[The bill was not available for print-
ing. It will appear in a future issue of
the RECORD.]
f

RHINOCEROS AND TIGER
CONSERVATION ACT OF 1998

Mr. JEFFORDS. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate now proceed to
the consideration of Calendar No. 519,
S. 361.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (S. 361) to amend the Endangered

Species Act of 1994 to prohibit the sale, im-
port and export of products labeled as con-
taining endangered species, and for other
purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Environment and Public Works,
with an amendment to strike all after
the enacting clause and inserting in
lieu thereof the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rhinoceros and
Tiger Conservation Act of 1998’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—
(1) the populations of all but 1 species of rhi-

noceros, and the tiger, have significantly de-
clined in recent years and continue to decline;

(2) these species of rhinoceros and tiger are
listed as endangered species under the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.)
and listed on Appendix I of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora, signed on March 3, 1973
(27 UST 1087; TIAS 8249) (referred to in this Act
as ‘‘CITES’’);

(3) the Parties to CITES have adopted several
resolutions—

(A) relating to the conservation of tigers
(Conf. 9.13 (Rev.)) and rhinoceroses (Conf. 9.14),
urging Parties to CITES to implement legislation
to reduce illegal trade in parts and products of
the species; and

(B) relating to trade in readily recognizable
parts and products of the species (Conf. 9.6),
and trade in traditional medicines (Conf. 10.19),
recommending that Parties ensure that their leg-
islation controls trade in those parts and deriva-
tives, and in medicines purporting to contain
them;

(4) a primary cause of the decline in the popu-
lations of tiger and most rhinoceros species is
the poaching of the species for use of their parts
and products in traditional medicines;

(5) there are insufficient legal mechanisms en-
abling the United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice to interdict products that are labeled as con-
taining substances derived from rhinoceros or
tiger species and prosecute the merchandisers
for sale or display of those products; and

(6) legislation is required to ensure that—
(A) products containing rhinoceros parts or

tiger parts are prohibited from importation into,
or exportation from, the United States; and

(B) efforts are made to educate persons re-
garding alternatives for traditional medicine
products, the illegality of products containing
rhinoceros parts and tiger parts, and the need to
conserve rhinoceros and tiger species generally.
SEC. 3. PURPOSES OF THE RHINOCEROS AND

TIGER CONSERVATION ACT OF 1994.
Section 3 of the Rhinoceros and Tiger Con-

servation Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5302) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(3) To prohibit the sale, importation, and ex-
portation of products intended for human con-
sumption or application containing, or labeled
or advertised as containing, any substance de-
rived from any species of rhinoceros or tiger.’’.
SEC. 4. DEFINITION OF PERSON.

Section 4 of the Rhinoceros and Tiger Con-
servation Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5303) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the
end;

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(6) ‘person’ means—
‘‘(A) an individual, corporation, partnership,

trust, association, or other private entity;
‘‘(B) an officer, employee, agent, department,

or instrumentality of—
‘‘(i) the Federal Government;
‘‘(ii) any State, municipality, or political sub-

division of a State; or
‘‘(iii) any foreign government;
‘‘(C) a State, municipality, or political sub-

division of a State; or
‘‘(D) any other entity subject to the jurisdic-

tion of the United States.’’.
SEC. 5. PROHIBITION ON SALE, IMPORTATION, OR

EXPORTATION OF PRODUCTS LA-
BELED AS RHINOCEROS OR TIGER
PRODUCTS.

The Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation Act of
1994 (16 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) is amended—

(1) by redesignating section 7 as section 9; and
(2) by inserting after section 6 the following:

‘‘SEC. 7. PROHIBITION ON SALE, IMPORTATION,
OR EXPORTATION OF PRODUCTS LA-
BELED AS RHINOCEROS OR TIGER
PRODUCTS.

‘‘(a) PROHIBITION.—A person shall not sell,
import, or export, or attempt to sell, import, or
export, any product, item, or substance intended
for human consumption or application contain-
ing, or labeled or advertised as containing, any
substance derived from any species of rhinoceros
or tiger.

‘‘(b) PENALTIES.—
‘‘(1) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—A person engaged in

business as an importer, exporter, or distributor
that knowingly violates subsection (a) shall be
fined under title 18, United States Code, impris-
oned not more than 6 months, or both.

‘‘(2) CIVIL PENALTIES.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A person that knowingly

violates subsection (a), and a person engaged in
business as an importer, exporter, or distributor
that violates subsection (a), may be assessed a
civil penalty by the Secretary of not more than
$12,000 for each violation.

‘‘(B) MANNER OF ASSESSMENT AND COLLEC-
TION.—A civil penalty under this paragraph
shall be assessed, and may be collected, in the
manner in which a civil penalty under the En-
dangered Species Act of 1973 may be assessed
and collected under section 11(a) of that Act (16
U.S.C. 1540(a)).

‘‘(c) PRODUCTS, ITEMS, AND SUBSTANCES.—
Any product, item, or substance sold, imported,
or exported, or attempted to be sold, imported, or
exported, in violation of this section or any reg-
ulation issued under this section shall be subject
to seizure and forfeiture to the United States.

‘‘(d) REGULATIONS.—After consultation with
the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, and the United
States Trade Representative, the Secretary shall
issue such regulations as are appropriate to
carry out this section.

‘‘(e) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, and the Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard is operat-
ing shall enforce this section in the manner in
which the Secretaries carry out enforcement ac-
tivities under section 11(e) of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1540(e)).

‘‘(f) USE OF PENALTY AMOUNTS.—Amounts re-
ceived as penalties, fines, or forfeiture of prop-
erty under this section shall be used in accord-
ance with section 6(d) of the Lacey Act Amend-
ments of 1981 (16 U.S.C. 3375(d)).’’.
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SEC. 6. EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH PROGRAM.

The Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation Act of
1994 (16 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) (as amended by sec-
tion 5) is amended by inserting after section 7
the following:
‘‘SEC. 8. EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this section, the
Secretary shall develop and implement an edu-
cational outreach program in the United States
for the conservation of rhinoceros and tiger spe-
cies.

‘‘(b) GUIDELINES.—The Secretary shall publish
in the Federal Register guidelines for the pro-
gram.

‘‘(c) CONTENTS.—Under the program, the Sec-
retary shall publish and disseminate informa-
tion regarding—

‘‘(1) laws protecting rhinoceros and tiger spe-
cies, in particular laws prohibiting trade in
products containing, or labeled as containing,
their parts;

‘‘(2) use of traditional medicines that contain
parts or products of rhinoceros and tiger species,
health risks associated with their use, and
available alternatives to the medicines; and

‘‘(3) the status of rhinoceros and tiger species
and the reasons for protecting the species.’’.
SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 9 of the Rhinoceros and Tiger Con-
servation Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5306) (as redes-
ignated by section 5(1)) is amended by striking
‘‘1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, and 2000’’ and inserting
‘‘1996 through 2002’’.

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘A bill to
amend the Rhinoceros and Tiger Conserva-
tion Act of 1994 to prohibit the sale, importa-
tion, and exportation of products intended
for human consumption or application con-
taining, or labeled or advertised as contain-
ing, any substance derived from any species
of rhinoceros or tiger, and to reauthorize the
Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation Act of
1994, and for other purposes.’’.

AMENDMENT NO. 3797

Mr. JEFFORDS. Senator CHAFEE has
a technical amendment at the desk,
and I ask for its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
The Senator from Vermont [Mr. JEF-

FORDS], for Mr. CHAFEE, proposes an amend-
ment numbered 3797.

The amendment is as follows:
On page 5, line 23, insert ‘‘or advertised’’

after ‘‘labeled’’.
On page 6, line 4, insert ‘‘, or labeled or ad-

vertised as containing,’’ after ‘‘containing’’.
On page 6, line 9, insert ‘‘, or labeled or ad-

vertised as containing,’’ after ‘‘containing’’.
On page 7, line 20, insert ‘‘OR ADVER-

TISED’’ after ‘‘LABELED’’.
On page 8, line 2, insert ‘‘OR ADVER-

TISED’’ after ‘‘LABELED’’.
On page 10, line 17, insert ‘‘or advertised’’

after ‘‘labeled’’.
Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I am

pleased that the Senate is considering
S. 361, sponsored by Senator JEFFORDS
and approved by the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works on July
22, 1998. Rhinos and tigers are some of
the most critically endangered species
on the planet. Fewer than 7,500 tigers
survive in the world today, and of the
eight subspecies that have been identi-
fied, three are extinct. Another sub-
species in South China is on the brink
of extinction, with a population of
about 20 animals.

Rhinos number between 11,000 and
13,500, with two species in Africa and

three in Asia. Two of the Asian species
themselves are on the verge of extinc-
tion, with the Javan rhino having less
than 100 individuals, and the Sumatran
rhino having less than 500.

The reason for the recent decline of
rhinos and tigers, and the primary im-
mediate threat to their survival is the
same—poaching. The reason for the
poaching itself is also the same—parts
of both rhinos and tigers are used in
traditional Asian medicines.

In 1994, Congress passed the Rhinoc-
eros and Tiger Conservation Act to
help conserve rhinos and tigers. The
Act established the ‘‘Rhinoceros and
Tiger Conservation Fund’’ to receive
funds appropriated by Congress, as well
as donations, to fund conservation
projects. Since its enactment, Congress
has appropriated $1 million for the pro-
gram, funding 40 projects in 10 range
countries in Africa and Asia.

Despite this program and recent ef-
forts by the Parties to CITES, trade of
traditional Asian medicine containing
rhino and tiger parts continues to be
high, particularly in Asia and the
United States. Neither the ESA not
CITES allow for the interdiction of
products that are labeled or advertised
as containing substances derived from
rhinos or tigers, without evidence that
the products in fact contain these sub-
stances. Such evidence, at best, would
be extremely difficult, expensive, and
time-consuming to acquire, and at
worst, would be impossible to acquire.

The bill amends the Rhinoceros and
Tiger Conservation Act to address this
problem. It prohibits products that
contain, or are labeled or advertised as
containing, rhino and tiger parts, in an
effort to reduce the supply and demand
of those products in the United States.
It requires a public outreach program
in the United States to complement
the prohibitions. Lastly, it reauthor-
izes the Rhinoceros and Tiger Con-
servation Act through 2002.

As a related matter, I would like to
note that even as Congress reaffirms
and strengthens the laws for the con-
servation of rhinos and tigers, funding
for implementation of these laws is
woefully inadequate. This year—the
Year of the Tiger—the Administration
requested only $400,000 for implement-
ing the Rhinoceros and Tiger Conserva-
tion Act. The Act is authorized to be
appropriated up to $10 million annu-
ally. I strongly urge the Administra-
tion, for FY 2000, to request funding
commensurate with the dire situation
facing rhinos, and particularly tigers,
in the wild. I also would like to note
that the Act allows for donations to be
made to the Rhinoceros and Tiger Con-
servation Fund, and I urge both cor-
porations and individuals to make do-
nations to this Fund.

I wish to thank my colleagues for
considering this bill, and I urge the
House to approve it expeditiously, so
that it can then be signed by the Presi-
dent. I thank the Chair. I yield the
floor.

Mr. JEFFORDS. I ask unanimous
consent the amendment be agreed to,

the committee substitute be agreed to,
the bill be considered read a third time
and passed, the amendment to the title
be agreed to, and the title, as amended,
be agreed to, the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table, and that any
statements relating to the bill be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3797) was agreed
to.

The committee substitute, as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

The bill (S. 361), as amended, was
passed, as follows:

S. 361

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rhinoceros
and Tiger Conservation Act of 1998’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—
(1) the populations of all but 1 species of

rhinoceros, and the tiger, have significantly
declined in recent years and continue to de-
cline;

(2) these species of rhinoceros and tiger are
listed as endangered species under the En-
dangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.) and listed on Appendix I of the Conven-
tion on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, signed on
March 3, 1973 (27 UST 1087; TIAS 8249) (re-
ferred to in this Act as ‘‘CITES’’);

(3) the Parties to CITES have adopted sev-
eral resolutions—

(A) relating to the conservation of tigers
(Conf. 9.13 (Rev.)) and rhinoceroses (Conf.
9.14), urging Parties to CITES to implement
legislation to reduce illegal trade in parts
and products of the species; and

(B) relating to trade in readily recogniz-
able parts and products of the species (Conf.
9.6), and trade in traditional medicines (Conf.
10.19), recommending that Parties ensure
that their legislation controls trade in those
parts and derivatives, and in medicines pur-
porting to contain them;

(4) a primary cause of the decline in the
populations of tiger and most rhinoceros spe-
cies is the poaching of the species for use of
their parts and products in traditional medi-
cines;

(5) there are insufficient legal mechanisms
enabling the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service to interdict products that are la-
beled or advertised as containing substances
derived from rhinoceros or tiger species and
prosecute the merchandisers for sale or dis-
play of those products; and

(6) legislation is required to ensure that—
(A) products containing, or labeled or ad-

vertised as containing, rhinoceros parts or
tiger parts are prohibited from importation
into, or exportation from, the United States;
and

(B) efforts are made to educate persons re-
garding alternatives for traditional medicine
products, the illegality of products contain-
ing, or labeled or advertised as containing,
rhinoceros parts and tiger parts, and the
need to conserve rhinoceros and tiger species
generally.
SEC. 3. PURPOSES OF THE RHINOCEROS AND

TIGER CONSERVATION ACT OF 1994.
Section 3 of the Rhinoceros and Tiger Con-

servation Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5302) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(3) To prohibit the sale, importation, and
exportation of products intended for human
consumption or application containing, or
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labeled or advertised as containing, any sub-
stance derived from any species of rhinoc-
eros or tiger.’’.
SEC. 4. DEFINITION OF PERSON.

Section 4 of the Rhinoceros and Tiger Con-
servation Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5303) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘and’’ at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(6) ‘person’ means—
‘‘(A) an individual, corporation, partner-

ship, trust, association, or other private en-
tity;

‘‘(B) an officer, employee, agent, depart-
ment, or instrumentality of—

‘‘(i) the Federal Government;
‘‘(ii) any State, municipality, or political

subdivision of a State; or
‘‘(iii) any foreign government;
‘‘(C) a State, municipality, or political

subdivision of a State; or
‘‘(D) any other entity subject to the juris-

diction of the United States.’’.
SEC. 5. PROHIBITION ON SALE, IMPORTATION, OR

EXPORTATION OF PRODUCTS LA-
BELED OR ADVERTISED AS RHINOC-
EROS OR TIGER PRODUCTS.

The Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation
Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating section 7 as section 9;
and

(2) by inserting after section 6 the follow-
ing:
‘‘SEC. 7. PROHIBITION ON SALE, IMPORTATION,

OR EXPORTATION OF PRODUCTS LA-
BELED OR ADVERTISED AS RHINOC-
EROS OR TIGER PRODUCTS.

‘‘(a) PROHIBITION.—A person shall not sell,
import, or export, or attempt to sell, import,
or export, any product, item, or substance
intended for human consumption or applica-
tion containing, or labeled or advertised as
containing, any substance derived from any
species of rhinoceros or tiger.

‘‘(b) PENALTIES.—
‘‘(1) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—A person engaged

in business as an importer, exporter, or dis-
tributor that knowingly violates subsection
(a) shall be fined under title 18, United
States Code, imprisoned not more than 6
months, or both.

‘‘(2) CIVIL PENALTIES.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A person that know-

ingly violates subsection (a), and a person
engaged in business as an importer, exporter,
or distributor that violates subsection (a),
may be assessed a civil penalty by the Sec-
retary of not more than $12,000 for each vio-
lation.

‘‘(B) MANNER OF ASSESSMENT AND COLLEC-
TION.—A civil penalty under this paragraph
shall be assessed, and may be collected, in
the manner in which a civil penalty under
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 may be
assessed and collected under section 11(a) of
that Act (16 U.S.C. 1540(a)).

‘‘(c) PRODUCTS, ITEMS, AND SUBSTANCES.—
Any product, item, or substance sold, im-
ported, or exported, or attempted to be sold,
imported, or exported, in violation of this
section or any regulation issued under this
section shall be subject to seizure and for-
feiture to the United States.

‘‘(d) REGULATIONS.—After consultation
with the Secretary of the Treasury, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, and
the United States Trade Representative, the

Secretary shall issue such regulations as are
appropriate to carry out this section.

‘‘(e) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary, the
Secretary of the Treasury, and the Secretary
of the department in which the Coast Guard
is operating shall enforce this section in the
manner in which the Secretaries carry out
enforcement activities under section 11(e) of
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C.
1540(e)).

‘‘(f) USE OF PENALTY AMOUNTS.—Amounts
received as penalties, fines, or forfeiture of
property under this section shall be used in
accordance with section 6(d) of the Lacey
Act Amendments of 1981 (16 U.S.C. 3375(d)).’’.
SEC. 6. EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH PROGRAM.

The Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation
Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) (as amend-
ed by section 5) is amended by inserting after
section 7 the following:
‘‘SEC. 8. EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Secretary shall develop and implement
an educational outreach program in the
United States for the conservation of rhinoc-
eros and tiger species.

‘‘(b) GUIDELINES.—The Secretary shall pub-
lish in the Federal Register guidelines for
the program.

‘‘(c) CONTENTS.—Under the program, the
Secretary shall publish and disseminate in-
formation regarding—

‘‘(1) laws protecting rhinoceros and tiger
species, in particular laws prohibiting trade
in products containing, or labeled or adver-
tised as containing, their parts;

‘‘(2) use of traditional medicines that con-
tain parts or products of rhinoceros and tiger
species, health risks associated with their
use, and available alternatives to the medi-
cines; and

‘‘(3) the status of rhinoceros and tiger spe-
cies and the reasons for protecting the spe-
cies.’’.
SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 9 of the Rhinoceros and Tiger Con-
servation Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5306) (as re-
designated by section 5(1)) is amended by
striking ‘‘1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, and 2000’’ and
inserting ‘‘1996 through 2002’’.

The title was amended so as to read:
A bill to amend the Rhinoceros and Tiger

Conservation Act of 1994 to prohibit the sale,
importation, and exportation of products in-
tended for human consumption or applica-
tion containing, or labeled or advertised as
containing, any substance derived from any
species of rhinoceros or tiger, and to reau-
thorize the Rhinoceros and Tiger Conserva-
tion Act of 1994, and for other purposes.

f

ASSISTING THE IRISH PEACE
PROCESS

Mr. JEFFORDS. I ask unanimous
consent the Senate now proceed to the
immediate consideration of H.R. 4293
which was received from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (H.R. 4293) to establish a cultural

training program for disadvantaged individ-
uals to assist the Irish peace process.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill.

Mr. D’AMATO. Mr. President, on
May 22, 1998, the people of Northern

Ireland and the Republic of Ireland
courageously voted to make a break
with the tragic violence of their past
by expressing their support for the
April 10 Peace Accords.

The time is right for the U.S. to step
in and show support for the changes in
Ireland. We have a unique opportunity
to participate in the building of an ev-
erlasting peace with the Northern Ire-
land Visa for Peace and Reconciliation
Act.

Northern Ireland will undergo mas-
sive changes as it progresses beyond its
violent past to a calm, more peaceful
future. These changes require economic
opportunities and a workforce that can
rebuild a beautiful country.

The U.S. can offer training and job
skills. More importantly, when they re-
turn home, they will be prepared to
provide the crucial skill-base needed to
attract private investment to their
local economies.

This past July, Senator TORRICELLI
and I introduced S. 2269 set up for the
same purpose. After much negotiation,
we now have before us a bipartisan ef-
fort to show support for peace—the
Irish Peace Process Cultural and Train-
ing Program Act of 1998.

This bill will provide 4,000 visas a
year for three years allowing young
people from Ireland to live in the
United States for up to 36 months—
gaining experience working and living
in a peaceful, multicultural society.

The bill establishes a program that
will expose individuals from disadvan-
taged areas of Ireland to business and
social life of other communities and
train individuals for job skills for
which there are opportunities in Ire-
land. That translates into a low-cost,
low-risk, high return investment in
peace in Northern Ireland.

This bill will provide opportunities
for residents of Ireland to have an ex-
perience that they can bring home with
them to cultivate their economy and
culture as the region enters into a new
and promising era. That is why it is
called the Northern Ireland Visa for
Peace and Reconciliation Act. And I
hope we call it law very soon. I believe
some call it INNISFAILE, Island of
Destiny.

I want to congratulate Congressman
Walsh and so many others for their vi-
sion and persistence in getting this bill
passed and I urge its adoption.

Mr. JEFFORDS. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid on the table, and
that any statements relating to the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4293) was passed.
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